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Barbara Kruger (born January 26, 1945) is an American conceptual artist and collagist. Most of 
her work consists of black-and-white photographs, overlaid with declarative captions, stated in 
white-on-red Futura Bold Oblique or Helvetica Ultra Condensed text. The phrases in her works 
often include pronouns such as "you", "your", "I", "we", and "they", addressing cultural 
constructions of power, identity, consumerism, and sexuality.  
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Jenny Holzer (born July 29, 1950) is an American neo-conceptual artist, based in Hoosick, New 
York. The main focus of her work is the delivery of words and ideas in public spaces that you 
would not expect.  
The public dimension is integral to Holzer's work. Her large-scale installations have included 
advertising billboards, projections on buildings and other architectural structures, and illuminated 
electronic displays. LED signs have become her most visible medium, although her diverse 
practice incorporates a wide array of media including street posters, painted signs, stone benches, 
paintings, photographs, sound, video, projections, etc. Text-based light projections have been 
central to Holzer's practice since 1996. As of 2010, her LED signs have become more sculptural.  
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KKaarraa  WWaallkkeerr    

Kara Elizabeth Walker is an American contemporary painter, silhouettist, print-maker, 
installation artist, and film-maker who explores race, gender, sexuality, violence, and identity in 
her work. She is best known for her black cut-paper silhouettes. 
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Paula Scher (born October 6, 1948, Washington, D.C.) is an American graphic designer, painter 
and art educator in design. She is one of the most influential graphic designers in the world. 
Described as the master conjurer of the instantly familiar, Scher straddles the line between pop 
culture and fine art in her work. She has worked relentlessly to revolutionize the graphic 
designing industry with her overzealous determination and creative work for over four decades. 



7

Stefan Sagmeister (born August 6, 1962) is an Austrian graphic designer, storyteller, 

and typographer based in New York City. Inspirational and intriguing, he is recognized for his 

unorthodox, provocative designs that tweak the status quo and question the designer’s role in 

society. A cunning trickster turns convention upside down, stretches the bounds of propriety, 

stomps on mores and taboos and alters popular perceptions. Stefan Sagmeister has long fit this 

“bad boy” bill. Known for upsetting norms, he tricks the senses through design, typography, 

environmental art, conceptual exhibitions and, lately, video.  
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Self-Driven Thesis Project 

Study Plan and Timeline 

 

Subject Matter: 

Systemic African American Oppression 

“Systemic racism” refers to how ideas of white superiority are captured in everyday thinking at a 
systems level - taking in the big picture of how society operates, rather than looking at one-on-one 
interactions. 

Objective/Goal: 

To comprehend how systemic oppression towards, specifically, those of African American decent came 
to be and how it has evolved though the years. 

I am Bi-racial – I am of both Caucasian and African American descent. I grew up in a 
predominantly white town with very little insight (other than what I was told in school or by my parents) 
into my African American heritage and history. I have never done any research for myself to form my 
own opinions. With all the recent social injustices highlighted in the world today I feel obligated to figure 
out why things are the way they are. Personally, I feel that I have no right to comment on these issues 
because I myself am not educated enough on the matter to do so (which might seem weird coming from 
someone who is bi-racial). My Goal this semester is to educate myself about African American 
oppression in history and figure out why the world is the way it is.  

What do you need to learn to achieve this goal?  

To fully understand the way systemic oppression works, the construction of whiteness and what it 
means to be white in America must first come to fruition.   

How will learning this help you achieve your overall objective/goal? 

By learning this, the reason behind systemic black oppression will become known. Thus, making it easier 
to pinpoint and understand how it has evolved.   

How to you plan to go about learning these things? 

References 

Interviews: 

Grandfather, Father, Mother, Friend 

Need to come up with interview questions... 
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Readings: 

 The Miner’s Canary by Lani Guiner and Gerald Torres 

This is an outstanding explanation as to why racism is not a Black 
problem or a Latinx problem or an Arab problem. Racism is everyone's problem, 
because as Martin Luther King Jr. once said, "injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere." This text highlights how minority communities have 
mobilized for and with one another, something present in recent social justice 
movements and what we will need to expand in this crucial election year. 

 The Possessive Investment in Whiteness by George Lipsitz 

What is white privilege? The term is difficult to explain to individuals, 
specifically white people who do not feel privileged economically or otherwise. 
But white privilege is very real, and understanding it is fundamental to being an 
ally. This text provides an extensive look at white privilege in social, political, 
and economic arenas 

 The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 

This is required reading for anyone looking to understand how our 
criminal justice system is racialized and weaponized against people of color and 
especially Black people. (A great companion to this book is Ava DuVernay’s 
documentary 13th on Netflix.) 

 Whiteness of a Different Color by Matthew Jacobson 

Most of us know that race is a social construct, which means the 
concept of race was created out of a convenience for explaining hierarchy. This 
read—while a thick one—goes deep into how white people were re-racialized 
from their European roots into white Americans in order to create one large 
ruling racial category. Knowing this history can help us avoid being complicit in 
systems of oppression. 

 

Films/Documentaries: 

“13th” - Ava DuVernay’s Documentary 

Ava DuVernay holds nothing back in this eye-opening documentary—
her brutally honest portrayal of the disproportionate placement of African 
Americans in prison speaks volumes on the institutionalized racism that looms 
over America. 
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“When They See Us” 

Based on a true story, this story takes place in 1989 when a jogger was 
assaulted and raped in New York's Central Park. Five teens from Harlem are 
falsely accused of the crime, and although they declared their innocence, the 
quintet spends a quarter of a century fighting the convictions against them—
starting from when the teens were first questioned about the incident in the 
spring of 1989, all the way to their ultimate exoneration in 2002 and settlement 
with New York City in 2014. 

“Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise” 

In this four-hour series, “Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise,” 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. embarks on a deeply personal journey through the last 
fifty years of African American history. Joined by leading scholars, celebrities, 
and a dynamic cast of people who shaped these years, Gates travels from the 
victories of the civil rights movement up to today, asking profound questions 
about the state of black America—and our nation as a whole 

 

 

Timeline (Rough Estimate) 

 

Week What Needs to be Done Due Date 

2-4 The Possessive Investment in 
Whiteness  

9-18-20 

4-5 Interview with Mother 9-21-20 

4-6 Whiteness of a Different Color 10-2-20 

6-7 “When They See Us” 10-5-20 

6-7 Interview with Friend 10-5-20 

6-8 The Miner’s Canary 10-16-20 

8-9 “Black America Since MLK: And 
Still I Rise” 

10-19-20 

8-9 Interview with Grandfather 10-19-20 

8-10 The New Jim Crow 10-30-20 

10-11 “13th" 11-2-20 

10-11 Interview with Father 11-2-20 
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How do you plan to document your progress? 

Give and update weekly (don’t know how that’ll be – if it’ll be too much. Might have to do bi-weekly 
progress reports) 

 

1. Indicate whether the project is on track, at risk, or off track – Color Coordinate! 

Green = On track 

Yellow = At risk 

Red = Off Track  

2. Give a quick summary of the status report 

2-3 sentences 

3. Highlight milestones or key areas 

Highlight what I've learned – overviewing notes 

4. Add a high-level overview  

For each key area or milestone, add a few bullet points to give an update on 
progress/accomplishments  

 

3 measurable goals that you wish to achieve by December. 

1. Understand the history of systemic African American oppression. 
2. Find my voice on this issue.  
3. Realize my own way of transforming my opinions, beliefs, and passions into works of art that 

convey my message.  
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Self-Driven Thesis Project Proposal 
Senior Seminar 

Deshae Jones 

Major in Graphic Design 

Mansfield University  

 

Food For Thought: 

From what I have learned so far racism is “normal”, unfortunately. Racism is “a cancer” that is as 
old as America itself. It is not something new; we have never not lived with racism being part of our 
everyday lives. I see myself and others around me wondering, “why can’t things just be normal?”. When 
perhaps, the question we should be asking ourselves is, “when will things be abnormal?”. It really is a 
hard question to contemplate because the answer to this question is not as simple as one might think. “We 
all have prejudices, the question is not are you racist or not, it is are you actively anti-racist”. That really 
hit me; I like to think of myself as not racist, as I am sure a lot of people do. However, in a society with 
signs of racial injustice everywhere, virtually everyone can say they are not racist. 

 Racism is, most of the time, unintentional. It is like “…polluted air. On some days, the pollution 
is weighty and visible, while on other days, it is virtually invisible – but always, day in and day out, we 
are breathing it in”. Throughout history racism has changed. Today’s racism is not always obvious. It can 
be slippery, elusive to observation and analysis; “it has disguised itself, calling itself by other names and 
cloaking itself behind seemingly “race-neutral” laws, policies, practices, and language”. My question is, 
would it even be rational to think that a world could exist without racism at its core?  

References: 

Racism in America by Matthew Desmond and Mustafa Emirbayer 

Understanding Race – YouTube Video 

 

Subject Matter: 

Racism: (*African Americans) 

 Institutional Racism- 

  Systematic white domination of people of color, embedded in and operating in 
corporations, universities, legal systems, political bodies, cultural life, and other social collectives.  

 Interpersonal Racism- 

  Racial domination manifest in everyday interactions and practices.   
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Objectives: 

• Learn how racism towards, specifically, African Americans came to be and how it has 

evolved/changed through the years. 

• Understand the meaning of “whiteness”. 

• Think about what can be done to combat racism in everyday life. 
 “We all have prejudices…the question is not are you racist or not, it is are you actively 

anti-racist?” 

• Create a poster/banner that conveys how racism has changed through time. 

• Apply the use of graphics and/or typography to convey this message.  

Strategy: 

• Go through all my research; I will pick out words and phrases that are significant to the 

evolution of racism (A.K.A – “Word Hunting”).  

• Arrange the words and phrases I picked out into a “word timeline”.  

• Use size, color, font variations and arrangement to call attention to certain words in the 

timeline. 

 
 i.e. 

 

Mediums:  

• Adobe Programs; InDesign, Illustrator 

• Vinyl/Poster Paper 
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Influences: 

• Kara walker 

• Paula Scher 

• Stefan Sagmeister 

Questions or Theories? 

 Q: Could racism ever fade away like clothing styles, food choices, or music preferences? 

 T: Kids learn about racism when they are young, in grade school. What if racism was dropped 
from all curriculums; racism was no longer taught. It could, perhaps fade away with each generation. But 
Should it? Is racism part of our human nature? Can it be unlearned?  
 

Timeline: 

Week 3-4 “Word Hunting”/Exhibition Design Research 
Week 5-9 Arrange words and phrases. 
Week 10 Print 
Week 11 Exhibition 

  

 Work Time: 

  3-4 hours weekly – “Word Hunting” 

  4-5 hours weekly – Arranging words and phrases 
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1619 - Slavery Began

1619 was considered a significant starting 
point to slavery in Amercia. August 20, 

1619 around 350 slaves were taken from the 
coast of Africa and taken to the Americas.
However, Slavery can be documneted as 

early back as the 1400’s.

1861 - Civil War

For nearly a century, the people and politi-
cians of the Northern and Southern states 

had been clashing over the issues that finally 
led to war: economic interests, cultural 

values, the power of the federal government 
to control the states, and, most importantly, 

slavery in American society.

1865 - Slavery “Ended”

Jan. 31, 1865, both houses of Congress passed 
the 13th Amendment that “neither slavery 

or involuntary servitude … shall exist in the 
United States.” Slavery officially ended on Dec. 
18, 1865 after 27, or two-thirds, of the 36 states 

ratified the amendment.

1915 - Birth Of A Nation

Birth of a Nation was released on February 8, 1915. 
In just over three hours, D.W. Griffith’s controversial 

epic film about the Civil War and Reconstruction 
depicted the Ku Klux Klan as valiant saviors of a 

post-war South ravaged by Northern carpetbaggers 
and immoral freed blacks.

1860’s - Lynching
Lynchings in the United States first 

became common in the Southern United 
States in the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, at 

which time most of the victims were white 
men. Lynchings of black people rose in 
number after the American Civil War 

during Reconstruction.

1865-1968 - Jim Crow Laws
Jim Crow laws were a collection of state and 

local statutes that legalized racial segregation.

1950’s, 1960’s - Civil Rights
The civil rights movement was a struggle for 

social justice that took place mainly during the 
1950s and 1960s for Black Americans to gain 

equal rights under the law in the United States.

1970’s -  Nixon’s War on Drugs

The War on Drugs is a term for the actions 
taken and legislation enacted by the US federal 
government, intended to reduce or eliminate 
the production, distribution, and use of illicit 

drugs. The War on Drugs began during the Nixon 
administration with the goal of reducing the 

supply of and demand for illegal drugs, but an 
ulterior racial motivation was proposed.

1980’s -  Regan’s War on Drugs

The presidency of Ronald Reagan marked 
the start of a long period of skyrocketing 

rates of incarceration, largely thanks to his 
unprecedented expansion of the drug war. 

1973 - A.L.E.C
The American Legislative Exchange Council

Made up of global corporations and state politicians who vote behind 
closed doors to try to rewrite state laws that govern our rights.

1989 - Central Park 5

The Central Park jogger case was a criminal 
case in New York City over the aggravated 
assault and rape of a white female jogger 
(later publicly identified as Trisha Meili) 

during a series of reported attacks in 
Manhattan’s Central Park on April 19, 1989.

1993 - Federal Crime Bill

Under the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994, the “Three Strikes” statute 

provides for mandatory life imprisonment if a 
convicted felon: (1) has been convicted in federal 

court of a “serious violent felony”; and (2) has two or 
more previous convictions in federal or state courts, 

at least one of which is a serious violent felony

1989 - Willie Horton
Mr. Bush’s successful campaign for the presidency 
in 1988 was marked in part by the racially charged 
politics of crime that continues to reverberate to 

this day. The Willie Horton episode and the political 
advertising that came to epitomize it remain among 
the most controversial chapters in modern politics, a 
precursor to campaigns to come and a decisive force 
that influenced criminal justice policy for decades.

2010 - Kaleif Browder
Kalief Browder was an African-

American youth from The Bronx, New 
York, who was held at the Rikers Island 
jail complex, without trial, for allegedly 

stealing a backpack

2012 - Trayvon Martin

Trayvon Benjamin Martin was a 
17-year-old African-American from 

Miami Gardens, Florida, who was 
fatally shot in Sanford, Florida by 

George Zimmerman.
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The Invention of Race
“Race as we know it did not always exist. The Indian was invented within the 
context of European colonization, as indigenous peoples of the Americas were 
lumped together under one rubric to be uprooted and exploited. Whiteness 
and blackness were invented as antipodes within the context of English, and 
later American, slavery. Blackness became associated  with bondage, inferiority, 
and social death; whiteness with freedom, superiority, and life. The Mexican 
was invented within the context of the colonization of Mexico. At the end of the 
nineteenth century, the Asian was invented as a response to immigration from 
the Far East. Whiteness expanded during the early years of the twentieth century 
as new immigrants from southern, central, and eastern Europe transformed 
themselves from “lesser whites” to, simply, “whites”. All the while, white supremacy 
was legitimated by racial discourses in philosophy, literature, and science. By the 
middle of the twentieth century, the racial categories so familiar to us today were 
firmly established. 
 Although the second half of the twentieth century would bring great 
changes in the realm of race, including the rise of the Civil Rights Movement 
and the fall of Jim Crow, the racial categories that emerged in America over the 
course of the previous 300 years would remain, for the most part, unchallenged. 
Race is neither an innocent nor an obvious part of humanity, but a European 
Invention, forged in the context of colonization and slavery.”

    – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

“They hanged them. 
They threw kerosene on them. 
They burned them to a crisp. 

And then they went to church.”

– Arthur Hodge

Arthur Hodge was a Springfield community leader who 
organized a memorial, in 2018, for the three black men 

lynched in the town square by a mob of a thousand whites 
during the early hours of Easter Sunday in 1906.

– Robert P. Jones, White Too Long
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“We are obliged to rethink the crime problem and its solution. This requires, 
first, reconsidering the dangers to which our minds and money should be 
devoted. The high homicide rates in poor urban neighborhoods certainly 
deserve attention, but so, too, do rampant violence against women and 
offenses carried out by corporations. Second, we must rethink conventional 
solutions to fighting crime–solutions that may bring about harmful 
unintended consequences. We must denaturalize incarceration as the one 
and only means of punishment. Sociologist Patrick Sharkey found that for a 
city of 100,000 residents, the addition of each new community organization 
dedicated to reducing violence and strengthening community ties resulted 
in a 1 percent drop in the city’s violent crime rate. Work like this  reminds 
us that criminal justice is not the only way to promote safety. Finally, we 
must examine how our racialized fears erode the hope of multicultural 
democracy rooted in interracial alliances. Fear causes us to lock our doors: 
it keeps us from walking across the block and introducing  ourselves to our 
neighbors. It causes us to divert our eyes, to clutch our purses, to change 
seats on an airplane when confronted with people whose very skin tone 
marks them as criminals. Psychologists have shown that we pay a high 
price for racialized fear, anxiety, and depression. The nation as a whole 
pays a high price as well–for racialized fear withers away the promise of 

American community, and it makes a mockery of justice.”

 – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

You’re an officer of the law, 
in a high crime neighborhood. You just 
finished a case in which you arrested a 

child abductor who was also selling drugs 
through a fairly elaborate network.

What neighborhood did you picture? 

Was it yours? 

What did the perpetrator look like?
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Politics
“America–it is undeniable–is better off because of the Civil Rights 
Movement. The movement pushed the nation, kicking and screaming, 
several steps closer to the dream of establishing a democracy without 
racial hypocrisy and injustice. The gains of the movement, and the 
sacrifices of its champions, cannot be ignored. Because of them racial 
domination has been dealt a massive blow.
 The political field is complex and many-sided, however, and 
despite the ongoing work of many social movements struggling for civil 
rights, the worldwide fight against racism has run into new obstacles in 
recent years. One reason for this is the changing nature of racial politics. 
Specifically, countries once built on racial domination now are claiming 
to be rid of race. 
 Much of our politics now is a matter not of outright segregationism 
or explicit bigotry, but rather of implicit triggering of deep-seated, not 
always self-conscious, racial fears and antagonisms. Often, the very 
persons who respond to it are loath to admit they are driven by racial 
considerations at all. Yet the political field is racially divided through and 
through. Racial progress will be impeded so long as we fail to uncover 
the mechanisms through which race continues to affect politics–and 
through which politics, in turn, continues to support racial injustice 
and domination.”  

   – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

“They are unable to conceive that their version 
of reality, which they want me to accept, is an 
insult to my history and a parody of theirs and 

an intolerable violation of myself.”

– James Baldwin, The Price May Be Too High
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H
ou
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ng “Focusing on the workings of racial domination in the residential field, 

I have learned of the continuing persistence of racial segregation, as 
well as problems and privileges unequally distributed to different 
communities on the basis of their racial makeup. These social ills are 
old and established but, as I have learned, have not been with us forever. 
Nor must they remain this way. We still have a long way to go before we 
arrive at an America that is truly integrated. As James Baldwin once said: 
‘It is a terrible and inexorable law that one cannot deny the humanity 
of another without diminishing one’s own: in the face of one’s victim, 
one sees oneself. Walk through the streets of Harlem and see what we, 

this nation, have become.’ ”

  – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

Your home is being appraised for financial equity. 
You’re faced with this dilemma: 

take down the pictures of your family members 
and any cultural memorabilia—essentially 

denying your family history—to gain a 40% higher 
appraisal on your home.

 Would you do it? 
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Econom
ics

“A recent poll reported that half of white Americans believe the average black 
American is financially as well-off as the average white. Indeed, many whites 
doubt the realities of racial subjugation altogether and think that America 
offers each of us an equal shot at success. This is just one of the many 
reasons why social science can be so very helpful. It disabuses us of long-held 
assumptions and makes us better aware of life circumstances we previously 
had been inclined to deny. Economic inequality and racial inequality are 
closely interconnected, and the linkages between them are difficult to tease 
out. But make sense of them we must, for economic inequality rooted in 
racial domination is an affront to the American Dream and a reminder of just 
how hard we still must work to realize–to make true–our national self-image 
as a land of equal opportunity for all.” 

   – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

“Typical black household incomes 
have been cut in half between 1983 and 2016, 

while median white household incomes 
have risen by a third.”

– Calvin Schermerorn, The Washington Post 
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In researching the aesthetic field, discussing poetry, literature, painting, dance, 
performance, television, cinema, photography, fashion, and many varieties of 
music, I learned that “racial dynamics are found within all art worlds, even if the 
artists and consumers of those worlds fail to recognize this. Perhaps, too, I have 
been reminded of the unquestionable, enduring, and prophetic importance of 
art. The power that media hold over our thinking is breathtaking; our only hope of 
preserving clear and accurate understanding of the world is to interrogate all the 
representations delivered daily to us at breakneck speed. Passive consumption is 

not an option, for all art, in some way or another, is political.”

  – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

Roommate:
“Why do you look so nice? 

Are you going somewhere?”

Student:
“No, not going anywhere. Just getting ready for 

my day; zoom classes.”

Roommate:
(Dressed in pj’s, hair a mess, before class)

“Why are you all dressed up for zoom classes?”

Student:
“I don’t want to be perceived as 

‘that lazy, unprepared, black kid.’ “
     

Is your perception reality?
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A
ssociations

“The strength and vitality of America’s voluntary associations constituted 
the foremost safeguard of its freedom. Today, from our reflexive and 
critical perspective, we can see that although robust and vibrant in 
many ways, the American associational field continues to be marred by 
profound racial divisions. The ideals of public-spiritedness, citizenship, 
and community will never be realized so long as our civil society is rent 
with racial separations and discord. There is a need to bring out the full 
democratic potential in our associational life, to bridge racial  divides in 
civil society, and to establish a more genuine solidarity in our community 
organizations, social clubs, and religious congregations. Think how much 
more powerful civil society would be if we evicted racial domination from 
its midst, how much louder and clearer our democratic voices would 
grow. Much work remains to be done. In our associational field reside 
some of the deepest obstacles to the realization of a racially just society. 
But there too, can be found some of its greatest promise.” 

  – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America 

“Americans of all stripes see eye-to-eye 
on many core issues, and yet, today, 

there are more organizations associated 
with specific racial or ethnic groups 

then ever before.”

– Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer
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“Some critics of multicultural education have suggested it “lowers the 
bar.” But all the evidence leads us to the opposite conclusion. Young 
men and women who engage actively with people from racial and 
ethnic groups other than their own, who are introduced to a variety 
of viewpoints on the world, who are taught how to identify and 
deconstruct racial domination, and who are exposed to intercultural 
training make better students. A college campus that encourages 
racial diversity within its student body is a campus that strives to 
shape students into mature, critical thinkers. Not only this, but a 
racially democratic education better prepares students to participate 
completely in America’s workforce and democracy, both of which 

grow more racially diverse by the day.”

  – Matthew Desmond & Mustafa Emirbayer, Race In America

If you studied the history and culture 
of your ethnic ancestors in elementary and 
secondary school, take one step forward.

If one or both of your parents graduated 
from college, take one step forward.

If you are going to be the first person in 
your immediate family to graduate college, 

take one step back. 

In what direction did you move?  
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Senior Seminar Presentation 

 

I will start off with a little back story on my piece; how it came to fruition and my thought process 
behind it. I am Bi-racial – I am both White and African American. I grew up in a predominantly 
white town with very little insight into my African American heritage and history. Never having 
formed my own opinions through research, and with all the recent sociopolitical issues, involving 
race, highlighted in the world today, I felt obligated to understand why things are the way they 
are. My personal goal for this project was to better understand the world in which we live; to do 
that I had to understand the ‘old world.’  

 For me, this project has been about 10 months in the making. Back in August, I started 
conceptualizing and researching systemic oppression towards specifically those of African 
American decent. I wanted to understand how systemic oppression came to be and how it has 
evolved though the years. To fully understand the way in which systemic oppression works, I 
had to become familiar with the construction of whiteness and what it means to be white in 
America. 

That was my starting thought process. As the Fall semester came to a close, I was singing up for 
my last round of classes; I was looking for a class to take that would either aid in my skills and 
knowledge of the arts or my senior project, and Michelle pointed out that a Racism class was 
being offered. I signed up for the class and as I took in all the information from my professor 
and the readings, my concept began to change. I was no longer thinking of just systemic 
oppression towards one group of people. I was thinking of Racism; the belief that groups of 
humans possess different behavioral traits corresponding to their physical appearance and the 
notion that they can be divided based on the superiority of one race over another. 

As I was researching, reading books, and watching documentaries I started to ask myself 
questions like, “why can’t things just be normal?”. When perhaps, the question I should have 
been asking myself is, “when will things be abnormal?” I learned that Racism is as old as America 
itself. I stopped asking why and started asking, “How can I make a difference? How can I make 
an impact, affect change? How can I address a problem for which everyone has a different reality? 
How can I address a problem that some believe not to be true? 

Through my God given ability to make art, I found the best way for me to spread awareness of a 
problem that hides in plain sight, was to put it front and center, right in the limelight. 

 

Banner 

My piece represents a cloud of racism. From past to present my body of work shows how racism 
has wormed its way into every area and aspect of life. This piece was made to bring awareness 
to a problem that hides in plain sight. It was made in the hopes of creating a spark of curiosity.  
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On this banner I have highlighted 8 areas of life, or categories, in which Racism lives. (Read the 
categories). The words and phrases surrounding these categories are real life examples and 
phrases that help establish context for these areas. You will see there are some words and 
phrases that stand out amongst others, I chose to make these stand out as these were the words 
and phrases that hit me the hardest, shocked me the most, or made me think about my own 
personal experiences with racism. To follow that, I decided to sign my work with a couple of my 
personal experiences.   

  

Callouts 

 To add some depth and interaction to my piece I decided to make callouts, which are the 
floating posters behind me. These Posters just add extra information, they provide more 
context for what you see on the banner. Each poster is labeled with the corresponding 
category. The white side is a summary of how Racism affects that area of life. The colored side 
is a real-life example, quote, or question that can be applied to that category; the intent was to 
make you think and show what racism in each category might look like today.  

 

Close 

To wrap this up, through this project I can say I accomplished my goal of becoming educated on 
Racism, from where It started, to how is has evolved, and what it looks like today. I can say with 
certainty that I will continue to educate myself on the topic and strive everyday not judge 
someone based on the color of their skin but on the content of their character.    


